Lake Nipmuc Survey Results 
34 out of 60 surveys were returned. There were 70 comments.
 I   What do you like most about Lake Nipmuc? (Circle any that apply.)

A. Quality of Life

B. Scenic Vistas

C. Opportunities for Nature Study

D. Recreational Activities: Swimming, Boating, Fishing, Ice Fishing, Ice Skating, Snowmobiling, Snowshoeing, Other-------------------------------

A. 26  B. 26    C. 16  D. 25  Blanks  1
Quality of Life and Scenic Vistas topped the list of what residents most like about Lake Nipmuc with Recreational Activities a close second. 

II.  What would you like to see improved or changed?

                    Motor Boat and Jet Ski Comments  (These include applicable comments from  Question VIII and the Additional Comments Section.)
            Restrict boat motors to 5 horse power 

Lower horse power on boats

 I would like to prohibit jet skis and other motorboats above 5 horse power.

                 Educate jet ski users to be more considerate of noise.
                 Unregistered boats checked

                 Limit boat motor size and set aside one or two days a week as motor free. 

                 Limit the horsepower of boats on the lake. 

                 It is a small lake and shouldn’t have high powered motors on it.   

                 Overuse of boats-Gas from them contaminates the lake.

                 Motor boats and noise pollution
                 Restrictions on gas powered boats

                More pollution due to boats and jet skis

These comments indicate that there is clearly a segment of the lake front population  

that is concerned about motor boat usage on Lake Nipmuc. As one respondent points out, it is a small lake. If it were somewhat smaller, state law would prohibit the use of motor boats. This problem provides an opportunity for the LNA to investigate these concerns, to educate boat owners and jet ski users, and to look for areas of compromise.  Should these efforts ultimately fail or should the use of motorized boats increase to the detriment of the Quality of Life enjoyed by 50% of survey respondents, the Town, or for that matter any individual citizen, has the option of amending Chapter XII, Use of Lakes and Streams, to include reasonable restrictions. This is a General By-Law and only requires a simple majority vote at a Mendon Town Meeting.

                            Question II    Comments on Septic Systems 
                  Stricter enforcement of septic regulations

Maximum clean up and sewerage control

No more sewerage running in

                  Smell near Yacht Club

                  Septic systems  brought up to code

                  Public sewer-water

                Gray water dumping
                So many water front elderly do not have the financial resources for septic upgrades.

                I think the potential problem of failing septic systems is a major concern. If public 
                water and  sewer becomes an option, I think many people will support this.

          Public water in a limited area, like around the pond. But if septic systems keep the lake   

         clean, that is fine too.

               Sewerage  

               Water pollution from septic systems                .

               Keeping the water clean by having people upgrade their septic systems. 
Of equal concern to motorized boats is the threat of failing septic systems polluting the lake. This can be taken as evidence that the Lake Nipmuc Association has done a good job of educating lake front residents on the connection between septic system maintenance and keeping the lake free of pollution.

It is imperative that this work continue.  With the passage of the Association supported Community Septic Management Program, lack of money for upgrading or replacing septic systems is no longer a deterrent. $400,000 of state funding is available to the Town to loan out to residents. It is especially important for the Association to make sure that elderly lake front homeowners are aware of the elderly deferral component of this program. These homeowners can upgrade their systems and no payments have to be made until the property changes ownership.

                Comment on Geese
      Get rid of geese.
      The Association is continuing its work on educating people to not feed the geese.   

      There are far fewer geese than there were a few years ago.

  Comment on Public Access
Public access

This has been improved through a Boy Scout project. A new sign warning boaters about keeping invasive species out of the lake will soon be in place. We aren’t able to check boats for fragments of invasive species as is done in larger lakes but we can work to educate the public on the dangers.
Comments on weeds
Weed control or removal

                 Weeds

Making sure the lake doesn’t become overrun with invasive plants.

Keeping weeds from taking over the lake.

The newly hired Lycott company is doing an excellent job of weed control even in respect to the invasive Variable Milfoil in the small cove off Uxbridge Rd. We should see a vast improvement over the next few years. In addition LNA members volunteer to periodically check the lake for Water Chestnut. The invasive Purple Loosestrife that was taking over our shorelines has been virtually eliminated.
Comment on visual environment
                 I don’t think there is much to improve or change, but I would like to see the scenic  

vistas be maintained. It seems that some properties along the lake are aging and 
sometimes  junk accumulates on the properties.
Most lake front properties are among the most attractive in town. If there are 
isolated instances of accumulated junk, it can be reported to the Board of  

Health.
To have the water clean and attractive to wildlife

Comments on Water Quality
Continue to work to keep it clean. 

Water Quality

Keeping phosphate levels low

The Association conducts lake wide monitoring throughout the summer. Our  

efforts in many areas have resulted in the improved water quality, including 

lower phosphate levels that was especially evident this past summer. The 

Association needs to continue its efforts to educate lake front property owners 
on how they can contribute to their effort by using phosphate free fertilizers and 
cleaning up after their canine pets.
Comment on Town Beach
 Town Beach needs updating.

 The Beach House recently underwent an extensive makeover, new picnic tables 
have been added and much more effort is being put into keeping the beach clean.

Comment on Shallow Areas
Shallow areas
In the 1800’s, the lake was much smaller. Most of these shallow areas are the 
Result of more underground springs that caused the lake to become larger. They 
are well marked. 
Comment on Runoff 
                  Dirty run off and debris from roads and parking areas
The Association was instrumental in having Mass Highway install deep sumps  

on Rte. 16. This has improved water quality. Periodic clean ups, especially along  

Uxbridge Rd. and the volunteers who pick up debris on the Taft Ave. Adopt A 
Site go a long way toward keeping trash out of the lake.
Comment on Fireworks
                  Fireworks pollution
                  This respondent brings up an important but not insurmountable problem. Here 
                  is how the residents in one town  dealt with 

                  it:http://www.nhlakes.org/fireworks.htm 
                  More information: http://www.backcountryattitude.com/toxic_fireworks.htm 
                  The Association could discuss ways to meet this challenge.
                  Town Problems

Speed of cars on Taft Ave. Maybe speed bumps

Judging from the responses to the Master Plan Survey, this is a town wide problem. Solutions are under consideration.

                 Less noise after 10:00 PM

                 We don’t have a noise ordinance but the Association could contact the Mendon  

                 Police Department to find out if any action can be taken.   

                 Comment with no complaints 

                  None

                 Blanks  11
III. How important is it to protect the waters of Lake Nipmuc?

A. 31  B. 1  Blanks  2

Almost all respondents agreed that protecting the waters of Lake Nipmuc was very important.

IV. A recent Mendon Town Meeting approved the Community Septic Management Program that provides low interest loans to help homeowners replace or upgrade failing septic systems. This will help protect the waters of Lake Nipmuc. Please circle any other steps you would take to support this goal:
A. Assist the Mendon Health Department in enforcing 310 CMR 15.351 (a law that requires septic haulers to submit Form 4 that includes information on quantity pumped, date, and location of disposal) by supplying the following information 30 days after your system is pumped: 

1. Name of your septic hauler 

2. The date system was pumped
B. Anonymously report your neighbor to the Board of Health if you observed evidence of a failing septic system?   Yes      No   (Circle One)

C. Pay the cost for the installation of public water and sewer? Yes  No  (Circle One)
A. 19  Blanks 6
This information will be very valuable in helping the Board of Health to enforce this important law. They can’t do it alone and public cooperation is much appreciated. 

B. Yes  16  No  4 Blanks  6
This was a surprising number of responses. This can be a powerful motivation for homeowners to properly maintain their septic systems.

C.  Yes  7   No   20   Blanks  7
This response, indicating that the greater majority of residents do not want to incur the costs of installing public water and sewer, closely reflects the results of the town wide Master Plan Survey. This is all the more reason for lake front property owners to properly maintain their septic systems.
Comments A. 
Tight tank installed at purchase date

Comments B.
 Gestapo? KGB? 

It doesn’t work.

Comments C. 

NO!!!

Open to it when we move in full time depending on cost.

Owner’s responsibility

V.    What activities do you and/or your children most enjoy at the Town Beach? (Circle any that apply.)

      A. Swimming 

      B. Picnicking

      C. Playground area

      D. Swimming lessons

      E. Kids ‘N Us Summer Recreation Program

      F. Annual Ice Fishing Derby

A. 12     B. 7    C. 8    D. 5    E. 5   F. 6
B. Comments 

C.  Does not apply-have own beach
D. We just moved here in October and haven’t used the Town Beach yet.

E. My children used to enjoy these activities when they were younger. I still feel the Town Beach should be open and we could provide information about the lake at the beach.

F. Don’t go

G. Have own beach

Although a number of lake front residents have their own beach, the Town Beach is a valuable recreational asset to Lake Nipmuc. Providing information about the lake and its history could result in more town wide appreciation and support.
VI. Should land abutting lake front properties become available, would you support using CPA money to buy and preserve the land?  Strongly Support   Support     Don’t Support (Circle One)
Strongly Support 15   Support  13    Don’t  Support 4   Blanks  2
Almost all respondents support using CPA funds to buy and preserve land that abuts Lake Nipmuc. Since portions of this land connect with 500 acres of protected open space and the second largest Blue Heron Rookery in the state, this is an important issue. Individual land owners can also protect their properties with a Conservation Restriction. The Association could make information about this process available.

VII. A proposal has been put forth that the Lake Nipmuc Association sponsor a Winter Carnival with fun filled activities for all. In order to do this, however, volunteers would be needed to plan and staff events.

Would you be interested in volunteering to serve on a committee to plan and staff a Winter Carnival? Yes  No  (Circle One)

Please provide contact information if interested or need more information. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes 5  
No 21  Blanks  8  
VIII. What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing the lake in the future? 
         Water Quality-
       Water purity, Monitor runoff, 

       Preservation  
       Privacy

       Pollution

       Clean safe water

       Pollution

       Keeping water safe and usable. Keep debris from filling it in.

      Another comment I have is the condition of some of the properties along the lake. While  

      many are fine, several older properties (perhaps old summer cottages) are in disrepair and 
      aging rapidly. These older properties-and some that are not well maintained-detract from the 
      beauty of the lake and surrounding areas.

      Funding-lack of support for Town Beach. Maintaining water quality and natural environment
      The usual- pollution, weeds, over use

      Pollution

      Pollution

There were a number of additional comments that were similar to those in Question II. These were categorized and addressed in that section.

Blanks  11
IX.  Please supply your contact information (Email or name and address) if you would be interested in, or need more information about, becoming involved in any of the Lake Nipmuc Association’s ongoing efforts to protect and preserve the lake:
A. Water Quality Monitoring                      

B.  Invasive Plant Identification and Eradication  (Purple Loosestrife, Variable Milfoil, Water Chestnut)           
C. Water Lily Thinning                               
      D.   Trash Pick Up                                             
A.  Island Clean Up                                          

B.  Contributing  to Newsletter    
 9 members expressed interest becoming involved in volunteer efforts to protect the lake.
   Blanks  25
X. Do you live in proximity to Lake Nipmuc?   Yes   No (Circle One)
Yes  23   No 9   Blanks  2
Additional Comments:

I think the Lake Nipmuc Association does a good job keeping the lake clean, scenic, and available to the community. The lake is beautiful and I feel confident that the water and surrounding area is well cared for, clean and environmentally sound. Since moving to Mendon in October 2010, I have been very impressed with all the Association does. My husband feels the same way. We also love the lake related activities and spirit of community.
Thank you for taking the time to put this survey together and caring for the lake.

We have lived here at 15 Taft Ave. for 52 years and are happy about the ecological interest in preserving our very special place.   
Keep up with the good job that is being done to control weeds and protect the quality of the water.
I’m not quite sure the Board of Health is that willing to cooperate as they have not in the past!!!

The Lake Nipmuc Association volunteers greatly appreciate these expressions of support.

In regard to the last comment about the Board of Health, another challenge for the Association is to provide a detailed explanation of what information the board requires in order to process a complaint. Residents could also be reminded that there are new members on the Board of Health.   

