Lake Nipmuc Association Meeting

Thursday, February 7, 2008 at 7pm

Mendon Town Hall

· Meeting called to order at 6:10pm.

· Motion made to accept January 3rd, 2008 meeting minutes. Motion seconded. Minutes accepted.

· Status of membership – 1 new business membership – Gary Smith in the amount of $60.

· Status of Financials – To-date balance is $666.64. Check for $20 paid to Mass COLAP for membership

· Stormwater Update – Shirley S

Shirley spoke with Diane at the Conservation Commission and she hasn’t heard back regarding the letter that was sent last month. She will follow up with another letter.

Shirley attended four workshops at the COLAP annual meeting:

1. Stormwater Projects  - 319 grants (EPA federal money) were discussed. Mendon was used as an example of whether it would qualify for this grant based on a CD they use called “Clean Water Tool Kit”. In conclusion, Mendon does not qualify for this grant because it will only fund projects based on “non-point” sources of pollution.

2. “What makes a successful Lake Association?” – discussed ways to generate funding. Examples given were raffles, betting, marketing, publicity, weekly newsletters (possibly monthly), communications, logos on materials, promotional items, political, town beaches and realtors.

3. Aquatic Invasive Species (Ken Wagner and Michelle Robinson of the DCR). $1billion per year is spent in the US on eradicating invasive species. Ninety-five percent of Florida’s lakes and ponds have invasive species. How do they get there? In Massachusetts 30% of lakes and ponds have invasive species carried by boats, bait buckets, aquariums, zebra mussel. Creates negative impact on property value and upsets ecology. There is a weed watchers group that will come in and discuss ways to manage invasive species.

4. Permitting (Mark Stimpson DEP/Ann Monoly DCR). This workshop focused on how to handle a Conservation Commission. They had a mock meeting discussing putting chemicals in well water for treatment purposes. What issues would come up to do this. 

Information was passed out on what is termed “eco-grass.” It is supposed to be the holy grail of grass. For more information go to ecograss.com.


· Lake Monitoring – Still looking into the possibility of getting a water testing kit.

· Goose committee – nothing to report at this time

· Public Education committee – nothing to report at this time. 

· Website committee – Ted King maintains the website www.lakenipmuc.com. He will continue to modify as new information comes in. Carol ? is working on modifying the logo to make it more official.

· Invasive Plant Life – According to Mendon’s Aquatic Management Program there are no invasive species on Lake Nipmuc. A cluster of milfoil was found at the northern end of the pond but was treated. The summary will be put up on the website.

· Public Use and Access - nothing to report at this time

· Per the lack of turnout at this meeting, members voted to switch the time back to 7pm. We will have to find another location for the meeting because the Town has other scheduled meetings. A different meeting location will be determined by the next meeting. 

· Meeting adjourned at 7pm.

